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KYEA NEWS

KYEA undergoes change in staff members

All of us go through transition periods in our lives. KYEA is no different. Transition equals change and our organization has had a large change occur in the past month. As of Monday, July 9, Brenda Eddy resigned her position with KYEA; she plans on exploring other opportunities. Brenda is a great person, a wonderful leader, and a friend to all of us. Her absence will not be forgotten. Brenda has been a great help to YLF & YEA in their development and getting started. We all, on the board and off the board, have great respect and love for her. YEA has grown and evolved to something great and the board and staff will work towards the future to empower youth with disabilities. The board and staff would like to thank everyone who has helped make this organization what it is today. We hope that everyone will support YEA during this transition time and in years to come.

KYEA has asked Julia Fonseca if she would stay on as staff with KYEA and act as Interim Director at this time. The board is pleased to say that Julia has accepted and they thank her for her commitment to KYEA and youth with disabilities.

We realize that this recent change may be hard for many of you who know and love Brenda. It is hard for all of us as well. What we need from all of you right now is just to believe in the mission of this organization. KYEA has always had its focus on empowering youth with disabilities and it will continue to be ABOUT and FOR the youth. As staff, we are committed to the future of this organization. We do need your help, though, to grow and expand. Please stay in touch with us and tell us how we can better serve you. Through this period of transition, we will continue to have the youth of our state as our focus and hope to move towards an even brighter future. Remember that one united community can change the world!

KSYLF a success for seventh year in a row!

The 2007 Kansas Youth Leadership Forum was held on June 12-16 at Washburn University in Topeka. Twenty-six youth with disabilities from across the state attended this year’s forum, along with 28 volunteers and staff. The KSYLF has been around for seven years now and, each year, there is a certain magic that is created throughout the week. This year was no different! All of the youth participants showed great leadership skills and truly bonded as a group. To our 26 new youth alumni—welcome to the family! You will hear from us quite a bit throughout the coming year and please stay in touch. KYEA is here to support and serve YOU! To all of our volunteers and staff who helped out with this year’s YLF—you all bring the magic. Thank you for your continued support. Look for a YLF 2007 section on our website soon. Also, remember that you will be receiving a YLF DVD later on in the year to help you relive all of the great memories.

KYEA recently honored with Distinguished Service Award

The Kansas Youth Empowerment Academy was recently awarded the EP Maxwell J. Schleifer Distinguished Service Award. This award is sponsored by EP Global Communications and Mass Mutual. The award honored KYEA for its competitive spirit and effort on behalf of the disability community. Julia Fonseca, Interim Director, and Martha Gabehart, Board Member, accepted the award during Disability Awareness Night at the Royals game at Kansas City's Kauffman Stadium on July 26. Disability Awareness Night is a national program intended to increase awareness and support for the millions of Americans who have a disability in the United States.

Disability Heritage Project gearing up to take schools by storm

As another school year gets underway, KYEA is gearing up to start scheduling the Disability Heritage Project (DHP) in local classrooms. The DHP works to bring disability history and pride into the schools. KYEA staff are available to come and present to students of all ages about a variety of topics. Students learn what leaders, laws, and movements paved the road to the freedom of our future. They also learn what it means to be proud of one's disability and the disability community. KYEA will speak to elementary, middle school, high school, and college aged groups, as well as people with OR without disabilities. Do you know of a group of students who would benefit from this presentation? Then bring the Disability Heritage Project to your school today! To schedule a presentation, contact Julia at 785.215.6655 ext. 3 or juliaf@kyea.org.

KYEA hosts youth gathering at upcoming Disability Caucus

Are you attending the Kansas Disability Caucus next week? Do you want to meet other youth with disabilities? Then join us as we host a Youth Gathering on Thursday night during the Caucus next week. Any person who is a part of the disability family and is 30 years old or below is welcome to attend. We will meet on Thursday night from 5:00 – 6:00 pm at the comfy couch area near the main entrance of Capital Plaza Hotel. Not only is this a great chance to meet new people and hang out with old friends, but it is also an opportunity to have your voice heard in a comfortable environment. We will be discussing youth employment issues and gaining feedback on the Caucus. Don’t miss out! See attached flyer for more information.

Upcoming Board Meeting Dates

All KYEA board meetings are open to the public, but attendees do not have voting rights during the meeting.

Next board meeting: Saturday, August 18, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm at a TBD location in Wichita, KS.

STATE NEWS

New WORK program includes personal assistance services in Working Healthy

Working Healthy has created a new program that could benefit YOU! Have you ever thought of obtaining Working Healthy, but needed personal assistance services included? Well, now they are! The Work Opportunities Reward Kansans (WORK) program officially began on July 1. WORK provides a package of services, including assessment, personal assistance services, independent living counseling, and assistive services, for individuals with developmental disabilities, physical disabilities, or traumatic brain injury, who are eligible for the Kansas Medicaid Buy-In program, Working Healthy. These individuals must meet the same eligibility requirements as for the state home and community based services (HCBS) waivers and must have earnings from employment. This new program puts you in control of your own services. It is designed to provide those who enroll with control by allowing them to purchase personal assistance services in alternative ways that will meet their unique needs using a monthly cash allocation, decide whether they want to self-direct their care or have their care directed, determine whether to use the services of an Independent Living Counselor or manage their care independently, decide whether to use a fiscal management service or act as their own fiscal manager, and choose providers with whom they feel the most comfortable rather than have to use mandated providers based on disability or geographical location. All in all, this new program puts the consumer in the driver’s seat!

Working Healthy offers people with disabilities who are working or interested in working the opportunity to get or keep Medicaid coverage while on the job. Through Working Healthy, people can earn more, save more, achieve their career goals, and still maintain their health coverage. Working Healthy is a Medicaid program. This program did not include personal assistance services in the past, but does now through the new WORK program. If you are interested in the new WORK program or in Working Healthy, please contact Mary Ellen O'Brien Wright or Nancy Scott at 800-449-1439. For more information, visit the Working Healthy website at www.workinghealthy.org.

Arthritis Foundation offers new classes for the Topeka community

The Arthritis Foundation is now offering classes that will benefit people with Arthritis and their families in Topeka. Classes are available August through September on two different topics: Self-Help and Tai Chi. See below for more information these classes:

Self-Help Program

What: This program was created to give people with arthritis the knowledge they need to take control of their condition. The foundation’s certified leaders will help you gain the knowledge that you need. The program will help you learn how to work best with your health-care providers and how to manage your arthritis on a day-to-day basis. Other topics will include: relaxation techniques, stress reduction, pain management, joint protection, ways to deal with fear and frustration, etc.

When and Where: Tuesdays from Aug. 7 – Sep. 11, 5:30 – 7:30 pm, at the Topeka Arthritis Foundation (5339 SW 22d Place, Suite B)

                            Tuesdays and Thursdays from Aug. 21 – Sep. 25, 12:00 – 1:00 pm, at the Kansas Rehabilitation Hospital (1504 SW 8th Ave)

Cost: $10.00

For more information: Debra Stufflebean- 785.272.8461 or dstufflebean@arthritis.org
         Leslie Cunningham- 785.232.8524 or leslie.cunningham3@healthsouth.com
Tai Chi for Arthritis

What: Tai Chi is now known as one of the most effective exercises for physical and mental well being. Sun style, one of four widely recognized Tai Chi styles, is especially suitable and effective for arthritis. It increases flexibility, muscle strength, increases heart/lung activity, aligns posture, improves balance and integrates the mind and body.

When and Where: Thursday, August 2, 10:00 – 10:45 am, at the First Christian Church in Topeka (1880 SW Gage Blvd)

Cost: $30.00 per 6 week session

For more information: Mae Lovell- 785.267.3059 or 800.362.1108

Disability Mentoring Day right around the corner!

The annual Disability Mentoring Day will be taking place in local communities around the state in October. The official Disability Mentoring Day is Wednesday, October 17. Disability Mentoring Day promotes career development for students and job-seekers with disabilities through job shadowing and hands-on career exploration. It is designed to benefit from local creativity, with each community planning activities to best suit the interests and abilities of its students, job-seekers and local employers. For those who participate, the day is an opportunity to create a connection between school and work, evaluate personal goals, target career skills for improvement, explore possible career paths, and develop lasting mentor relationships. So who can participate? Any student or job seeker with any disability can participate. More information will become available in the coming months. To learn more about this program, visit www.dmd-aapd.org. 

Self-Advocate Coalition announces upcoming conference

The Self-Advocate Coalition of Kansas (SACK) will be hosting their annual conference for people with disabilities in October. If you are interested in attending this conference, the time to register is now! SACK is a statewide organization that advocates for people with developmental disabilities. They encourage and teach people to speak up for themselves and to obtain their highest possible level of independence. This year’s theme for the conference is “Heroes in Action.” The conference will be held on October 20 & 21, 2007 at the Holiday Inn Select in Wichita. The registration fee is $100 until August 15. After that date, the fee is $125. The last day to register is September 15. The conference will have a full schedule with a dance scheduled for Saturday night. To register, see the attached registration form. For further information, please contact cknutson@sunflower.com or call 888.354.7225.

Road to Freedom bus tour stops in Kansas

The Road to Freedom Tour Bus rolled into Topeka, Kansas, on Wednesday, August 1, to add another page to civil rights’ history with an event at the Brown v. Board of Education National Historic site. Local advocates stopped by hear from speakers and take a look at an educational display on the history of the ADA and the disability rights struggle. The Road to Freedom tour began in Washington, DC on November 15, 2006. In their travels, the tour seeks to engage audiences across the United States in the story of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the history of the disability rights movement. Ultimately, the tour hopes to mobilize Americans to keep the promise of the ADA – freedom, inclusion, and opportunity for children and adults with physical, mental, sensory, cognitive and developmental disabilities. The tour will continue across the US in the coming months and will ultimately end back in Washington, DC on November 15, 2007. To learn more about the Road to Freedom and follow them on their journey, visit www.roadtofreedom.org.

Summer program teaches students about transportation careers

Each year, the Summer Transportation Institute is held in Kansas City. If you have an interest in transportation careers, then this might be the program for you! The Kansas City Summer Transportation Institute (STI) provides an exciting opportunity for high school students in the Greater Kansas City area to learn about careers in transportation in an intense, four-week summer program. The STI creates awareness and stimulates interest in the wealth of career opportunities that exists in the transportation industry. It also includes self-discovery activities designed to enhance teamwork, leadership, and provide students with an introduction to college life. The Institute is open to incoming 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students. Students with and without disabilities are encouraged to apply.

Requirements for application:

• A 2.0 grade point average or above

• Completed or are qualified to enroll in Algebra

• An interest in transportation as a career path, such as engineering, business, design, or communications.

This summer’s Institute is already taking place, but there will be spots available next year. For more information, see the attached brochure. You may also contact Mark Ohrenberg at 816-235-1767 or ohrenbergm@umkc.edu.

Local lawyer addresses discrimination with KCI Airport transportation

Have you experienced discrimination because of your disability with KCI Airport transportation services? A local lawyer in Kansas City, Nancy Leonard, is looking for stories to support her experience with discrimination when trying to park at the airport. If you have had similar negative experiences, please contact Tanya Dorf Brunner at 785-841-0333, ext. 205 or tdorf@independenceinc.org.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Look for a NEW issue of the KYEA newsletter in two weeks with more national news! In the meantime, we hope you enjoy the last few weeks of summer break!

